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REMARKS 

<B  N  THE 


K  I  N  G  f  S  EVIL, 


SECT,  I. 

Of  the  prevalence  of  the  Complaint ; 

AND  THE  GENERAL  OPINION  THAT  IT 

is  Hereditary  considered . 

rp  HERE  are  few  complaints  inci- 
A  dent  to  the  human  frame,  which 
have  baffled  the  {kill  of  the  Faculty 
more  than  the  very  common  one,  known 
by  the  name  of  the  King’s  Evil,  or  Scro- 
phula ;  it  pervades  every  clafs  of  people, 
the  rich  and  the  poor,  the  old  and  the 
young,  without  diftin&ion ;  it  frequently 
terminates  in  death,  but  is  always  tedious 
in  the  cure, 

A  $ 


To 


To  many  labouring  under  this  difeafe? 
the  unpleafant  and  painful  fymptoms  are 
aggravated  by  the  confideration  that  it 
is  hereditary  and  incurable* 

This  idea  is  generally  received,  and 
perhaps  in  this  as  in  many  other  cafes,  we 
are  induced  to  take  upon  truft  an  opinion 
tranfmitted  from  one  generation  to  an¬ 
other,  without  inveftigating  for  ourfelves, 
or  confidering  how  far  it  is  well  founded. 

However  prevalent  this  opinion  may 
be  in  the  minds  of  thofe,  particularly ,  who 
are  afHifted  with  the  Scrophula,  I  fhould 
hope  they  might  receive  fome  confola- 
tion,  by  reflecting,  that  many  who  have 
laboured  for  years  under  the  complaint, 
have  been  perfectly  cured,  and  lived  to 
fee  children  defcend  from  them  healthy, 
and  found,  and  free  from  every  ap¬ 
pearance 
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pearance  of  the  Evil,  even  to  the  fecond 
and  third  generation* 

But  fhould  inftanees  occur  to  the  con¬ 
trary,  in  which  the  children  of  parents 
who  have  had  this  complaint,  and  have 
been  fuppofed  to  be  cured,  have  had  the 
Evil,  it  proves  only  this,  that  the  parents 
were  not  radically  cured,  but  that  it  ftill 
lay  concealed  in  the  blood,  otherwife  it 
would  follow,  by  the  fame  parity  of 
reafoning,  that  the  venereal  difeafe  was 
alfo  hereditary,  as  there  have  been  many 
unfortunate  children  who  have  inherited 
this  dreadful  diforder  from  their  dif- 
eafed  parents* 

This  leads  me  to  remark,  that  the 
Scrophula,  though  not  otherwife  con¬ 
tagious,  may  be  communicated  to  infants 
at  the  breaft  ;  and  it  is  a  matter  of  very 
great  importance  to  the  children  of  opu- 

A  4  lent,. 
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lent  parents  who  are  nurfed  by  ftrangers, 
that  ftrid  inquiry  fhould  be  made  in 
refped  to  the  health  and  charader  of 
thofe  to  whom  they  are  entrufted  in  this 
material  point 

The  pre-difpofmg  caufe  of  this  com-, 
plaint  is  attributed  by  a  very  fenfible 
writer  to  the  climate,  it  being  more  pre-. 
valent  in  the  northern,  than  in  the  fouth- 
ern  climates  ;  and  in  fome  cafes  where 
patients  have  changed  their  fituations 
great  benefit  has  been  derived,  and  a 
cure  effeded  after  long  and  repeated 

courfes  of  medicine  have  proved  inefe 
feduah 

And  the  reverfe  of  this  has  frequent¬ 
ly  happened  to  fome  who  have  exchanged 
warm  climates  for  cold  ones,  from 
whence  this  conclufion  may  be  drawn, 
that  the  complaint  is  to  be  attributed  more 


to 
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to  particular  fituation  than  any  other 
caufe  ;  in  this  illand  the  Scrophula  is  mor$ 
frequent  amongft  the  inhabitants  of  foijie 
parts  than  others,  although  the  fmall 
extent  of  the  country  admits  of  little 
variety  in  general,  not  fo  much  perhaps 
as  might  lead  to  infer  that  the  pre-dif- 
pofing  caufe  has  more  influence  in  one 
fpot  than  another,  only  as  it  is  diverfified 
by  hill  and  dale,  which  occafions  the 
difference,  the  vallies  being  fome  degrees 
warmer  than  the  hill  countries . 

If  this  is  admitted,  viz.  the  caufe,  it 
muft  attach  to  every  individual  without 
exception  in  the  fame  fituations,  and  this 
is  in  my  opinion  the  molt  forcible  argu¬ 
ment  that  has  been  advanced  by  any 
writer  on  the  fubje<ft,  to  fubvert  the  pre¬ 
vailing  idea  of  the  diforder  being  he¬ 
reditary,  becaufe  it  muft  follow  that 
no  individual  or  family  is  more  exempt 

than 
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than  another,  or  that  any  inherit  ie 

\  r 

particularly,  but  as  local  circumftances, 
and  probably  their  mode  of  living,  ren¬ 
der  them  more  liable  to  it. 


For  the  preceding  powerful  reafon, 
if  no  other  could  be  advanced,  it  is  very 
reasonable  to  conclude,  that  the  Evil  is 
by  no  means  hereditary,  and  I  could 
hope,  that  the  contrary  opinion  hav¬ 


ing  no  argument  to  ftipport  it,  will  in 
time  become  obfolete  and  totally  worn 
cut  of  ufe»  But  as  it  afTefts  the  minds  of 

’  ,  »  'j 


fome,  it  renders  medicine  of  little  avail  to 
them,  becaufe  they  are  induced  to  be¬ 
lieve  that  it  is  incurable:  others  again  are. 
Sometimes  for  particular  reafons  under 
the  necexhtv  of  concealing  it,  and  often 

feek  relief  by  adopting  every  recipe 

* 

which  is  recommended,  without  patient¬ 


ly  v>  ailing  the  exiedl  of  any. 


.  (  1 1  ) 

By  thefe  and  fuch  like  means  its  vi¬ 
rulence  increafes,  until  it  is  too  firmly 
rooted  to  give  way  to  the  prefcrip- 
tions  of  the  moft  experienced  phyficians, 
who  are  not  often  fo  foon  confulted 
as  the  urgency  of  the  cafe,  and  the  ne- 
ceflity  of  knowing  the  firft  appearance  of 
it,  require  for  the  eafe  and  benefit  of 
the  afflicted. 

It  is  certainly  moil  prudent  for  every 
perfon  who  has  appearances  of  this  na¬ 
ture  on  any  part  of  their  bodies,  which 
cannot  be  immediately  accounted  for, 
to  fuppofe  for  themfelves  or  their  pa¬ 
rents  for  them,  that  it  proceeded  from 
a  tendency  to  a  fcrophulous  habit,  and 
without  delay  purfue  fuch  methods  of 
cure  as  are  moil  approved  of.  It 
might  thus  be  foon  checked,  and  the 
habit  be  cleanfed  before  it  could  gain 

ground 
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gfound  fo  as  to  be  alarming  in  its  fu¬ 
ture  ftages. 

This  would  in  all  cafes  be  a  prudent 
resolution,  moft  certainly,  becaufe  the 
medicine  which  is  proper  in  this  diforder 
is  Simple  in  its  operations,  and  perfect¬ 
ly  innocent,  as  will  appear  more  evi¬ 
dently  when  it  is  treated  of. 


SECT.  It 
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SECT.  II. 

The  various  Species  and  different 
Appearances  of  S  crop  hula . 

THIS  difeafe  is  fo  marked  that  few 
can  miftake  it ;  and  it  is  well  known 
to  almoft  every  one,  as  there  is  fcarce- 
ly  a  pariih  in  the  kingdom  without 
fome  perfon  in  it  affli&ed,  either  a- 
mongft  the  youth  or  aged ;  it  is  the 
common  fcrophula  which  is  mo  ft  gene* 
rally  obferved,  but  there  are  feveral  (pe¬ 
des,  which  Dr.  Cullen  has  diftinguifhed 
under  four  heads 

The  firft  is  the  Scrophula  Vulgaris, 
which  i$  external  and  permanent,  unac-^ 

companied 


cbmpanied  with  other  diforders.  In  this 
fpecies,  weaknefs  and  running  of  the  eyes 
are  amongft  the  firfh  fymptoms,  which 
fometimes  terminate  in  a  gutta  ferena  and 
lofs  of  fight :  fwelling  of  the  upper  lip, 
without  any  obvious  caufe,  and  behind  the 
ears  with  kernels,  from  thence  under  the 
chin  and  in  the  fides  of  the  neck:  tumified 
tonfils,  and  tumors  in  the  falivary  glands 
under  the  tongue  ;  thefe  appearances  are 
more  immediately  in  view  and  within 
general  notice  ;  but  at  times  in  different 
perfons  tumors  appear  in  every  part  of 
the  body  fucceffively,  as,  on  the  fhoulders, 
arms,  and  hands,  under  the  arm  pits  and 
bn  the  fides ;  particularly  on  and  under 
the  breaff,  both  of  male  and  female,  which 
are  often  miftaken  for  cancers,  and  treat* 
ed  as  fuch  ;  the  infide  and  outfide  of  the 
thigh,  and  under  the  hams  ;  on  and  un¬ 
der  the  knees,  producing  an  anchylofis 
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or  white  fwelling  ;  on  the  legs,  ancles^ 
and  feet,  the  laft  curtailing  life  by  ter¬ 
minating  in  a  fpina  ventofa,  when  the 
marrow  is  putrified,  and  death  foon  re¬ 
lieves  the  exhaufted  patient. 

The  fecond  fpecies  is  the  Scrophula 
Mefenterica,  or  internal :  in  this,  the 
fymptoms  are  fewer,  but  more  alarming, 
to  wrhich  the  female  fex  are  moft  fub- 
jedt.  This  fpecies  difcovers  itfelf  by  a 

pale  countenance  and  lofs  of  appetite, 

« 

with  fwelling  of  the  abdomen,  and  a  fe¬ 
tid  breath,  and  when  it  is  negleded,  pro¬ 
ceeds  to  an  univerfal  bad  habit  of  bodyj 
then  the  patient  becomes  liftlefs,  having 
an  averfion  to  motion  or  exercife  of  any 
kind,  with  an  unufual  wearinefs  and  lan¬ 
guor  both  of  body  and  mind. 

1  i  .  -  J  ..  ■  *  *• 

It  may  be  and  is  probably  from  the  dif¬ 
ferent  fymptoms  (fometimes  affuming  the 

appearance 


\ 


/ 


(  i6  ) 

appearance  of  a  complication  of  diforders) 
in  many  fubjeds  miftaken  for  many  other 
diforders,  and  various  and  generally  in- 
effectual  medicines  are  adminiftered* 

The  third  fpecies  is  the  Scrophula 
Fug  ax,  which  is  eafily  cured,  being  of 
the  mod:  fimple  kind,  and  occafioned  by 
a  reforption  from  the  fores  of  the  neck ; 
it  is  feated  on  the  back  of  the  head  and  in 
the  neck* 

The  fourth  fpecies  is  the  Scrophula 
Americana,  and  is  thus  termed  from  its 
being  accompanied  with  the  yaws  :  this 
however,  it  mull  be  obferved,  feldom  oc« 
curs  in  this  country  unlefs  amongft  the 
lea-faring  clafs  of  men,  who  have  been 
difeafed  from  an  improper  intercourfe 
with  the  blacks  on  the  coaft  of  Africa 
and  in  the  Weft  Indies, 


Thefe 
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These  are  the  feveral  fpecies  with 
many  of  their  attendant  fymptoms,  which 
it  appears  proper  to  defcribe  for  the  be¬ 
nefit  of  fuch  as  are  not  much  acquaint¬ 
ed  with  them*  and  which  are  fufficient 
for  the  purpofe  of  afcertaining  the  three 
variations  which  are  moft  common  in  this 
country.  There  is  no  part  of  the  body 
but  may  be  affected  by  this  diforder*  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  difference  of  the  hexis  or 
habit*  and  the  fymptoms  vary  with  the 
fituation.  To  attempt  a  full  defcription 
Would  be  endlefs*  as  the  difeafe  appears  in 
lb  many  forms. 


SECT 


S  E  C  T.  .  III. 

Of  the  difference  of  the  Theories 

RESPECTING  THE  SCROPHULA ,  &C. 

=.  ‘  *  '  ■}  "“S  ,  v  *  1  ^  ^  *  > 

I  SHALL  not  take  upon  me  to  deter¬ 
mine,  what  the  Evil  proceeds  from ,  by 
which  is  to  be  underftood  the  effect  of 
climate  upon  the  fyftem.  Many  theories 
have  been  adopted  and  exploded,  of 
eourfe  no  fmall  inconfiftency  and  per¬ 
plexity  have  arifen  in  confequence  of  this 
ffifagreement  in  opinion  :  from  hence  the 
various  prefcriptions  at  different  periods, 
and  the  multiplicity  of  recipes  for  its  cure. 

Some  have  pronounced  vegetables  and 
the  different  preparations  of  them  fully 

adequate 
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adequate  to  the  cure ;  on  the  other  hand, 
the  laboiious  preparations  of*  chemiftry  on 
metals  and  minerals  have  had  many  admir- 
eis,  yet  the  refult  has  not  anfwered  fully  the 
expectations  of  either  party,  fo  as  to  com- 
penfate  the  pains  that  have  been  taken 
tor  the  purpofe.  The  want  of  fuccefs 
ha^  probably  arifen  from  the  flender  hopes 
entertained  of  combining  a  medicine 
which  Would  effectually  anfwer  the  pur¬ 
pofe  of  completing  a  cure;  and  alfo  by 
obferving  that  when  it  has  been  affeded 
it  was  by  Irregular  means,  which  generally 
have  carried  with  them  more  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  chance  than  any  regular  operation 
Or  adtion  of  medicine  in  the  iyfteim 

Nevertheless  a  radical  cure  may 
be  effected,  and  in  iotne  conftitutions 
no  long  time  is  requifite,  in  others 
patience  and  perfeverance  are  necef- 
farv ;  but  much  depends  on  the  length 

B  2  of 
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Off  time  that  the  Scrophula  has  fhewn  itfelf 
la  the  conftitution.  The  prefent  practice 
recommends  alternating  the  medicines* 
leaft  the  effect  thereof  ffiould  be  deftroy- 
ed  by  the  force  of  habit,  and  to  further  a 
cure,  iffiies  and  perpetual  blifters  are 
fometimes  directed. 

»  *  >  •' 

FroM  this  practice  of  changing  the 

medicines*  it  appears  as  if  the  Evil  has 
a  power  of  affimilating  every  thing  into 
its  baneful  nature,  arid  I  hate  had  reafon  to 
conclude  that  this  is  the  cafe  from  fome  ob~ 
fervations  on  cafes  wherein  the  complaint 
has  apparently  gained  ftrength  when  man* 
aged  in  the  common  mode;  which  warrant 
this  obvious  inference,  that  the  medicines 
employed  are  Inefficacious  for  the  purpofe 
of  reftoring  health,  and  that  no  folid  prin- 
ciples  have  been  eftabliffied  for  the  cure; 
therefore  the  treatment  of  this  obftinate 

complaint 


\ 
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complaint  has  been  founded  more  upon 
conjedure  than  certainty. 

Youth  are  fometimes  indebted  to  pu¬ 
berty  for  a  cure,  and  happy  it  is  for 
many  that  nature  is  at  hand  to  relieve 
them ;  but  if  they  pafs  this  period  with¬ 
out  relief,  their  cafe  is  much  to  be  la¬ 
mented,  as  they  frequently  trail  on  a  mi- 
ferable  exiftence,  contending  with  the 
.difeafe,  with  little  hopes,  of  a  cure  :  many 
inilances  of  this  nature  have  come  with¬ 
in  my  knowledge,  and  fome  have  been 
afflided  for  twenty  years  with  little  va¬ 
riation  either  in  the  degree  or  appearance 
of  the  diforder. 

Marriage  is  fometimes  of  fervice  to 
females,  but  the  effed  occafioned  thereby 

is  frequently  only  to  tranfmit  the  difeafe 

* 

from  themfelves  to  their  unfortunate  in¬ 
fants,  who,  if  they  furvive  the  load  of  pec- 

B  3  fain- 


(  22  ) 


cant  humour  which  they  have  to  contend 
with,  are  often  pitiable  objects .  When  this 
diforder  attends  the  poorer  clafs  of  peo¬ 
ple,  they  very  much  require  the  charity 
and  compaifion  of  their  opulent  neigh¬ 
bours  ;  and  charity  cannot  be  better  dif- 
penfed  than  in  attention  to  the  wants  of 
our  fellow-creatures  in  this  deplorable  dif- 
eafe,  which  very  often,  in  every  ftage  of 
it,  occaiions  defpondency,  even  where  the 
accommodations  are  to  be  procured  in 
abundance,  much  more  amongft  thofe 
who  in  many  inftances  have  fcarcely  the 
means  wherewith  to  fupport  life. 


« 


S  E  C  T. 
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SECT.  IV. 

That  IN  ORDER  TO  ESTABLISH  A  For - 
MULA  FOR  THE  CURE  OF  THE  SCRO 
PHULA ,  IT  IS  NECESSART  TO  ASCER- 
JAIN  IT$  ORIGIN ?  .  *  , 

x  *  -  -  -  -•  ••  v  ^  .1  .  liJUvi 

IT  has  been  already  fufficiently  {hewn 
for  the  purpofe,  that  the  prevalence  of 
this  diforder  is  owing  principally  to  cli¬ 
mate,  and  that  a  change  of  climate  has 
been  very  beneficial  to  feme  who  could 
make  the  experiment;  yet  this  does  not 
afeertain  its  origin,  or  explain  the  reafon 
why  it  prevails  in  this  manner,  to  wit, 
this  effect  of  a  cold  climate  upon  the  conT 
ftitution.  , 

•  .  ‘  s 

If  this  was  once  determined,  a  forma- 

■  *  v  *  •  \ 

la  might  be  eftablifhed  in  common  prac- 

.  B  4  tice# 
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tice,  by  which  means  thofe  who  are  af¬ 
flicted  with  this  complaint  might  hope  for 
relief  as  certainly  as  in  any  other  to  which 
our  nature  is  fubjeCt,  and  they  would 
feel  the  fame  comfortable  affurance  that 
their  pains  would  ceafe  in  time. 

There  are- chronic  difeafes  endemial  tq 
countries  as  this  feems  to  be  to  particular 
latitudes,  and  the  natives  have  fpecifics  for 
the  cure;*  arguing  from  hence,  we  may 

\  '  •"  Vt  "A»  ■  • 

/ 

with  great  7  reafon  conclude,  that  this 

rr  -  * 

country  is  equally  bleffed  with  others, 
but  for  want  of  proper  induftry,  or.  ra¬ 
ther  attention,  it  has  not  yet  been  dif- 
covered  for  this  difeafe.  Whether  the 

r 

miafnia  proceeds  from,  our  diet  in  gene^ 
rah  or  from  what  other  fouroe,  remains 
to  be  difcovered.  Perhaps  a  nice  an- 
alyfis  of  the  blood  taken  from  fubjeCts 
long  difeafed  might  lead  to  a  difcovery 
ef  its  poifonous  nature  and  its  conftituent 

qualities 
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qualities  in  this  ftate,  and  it  might  be 
thence  concluded  wha-t  medicine  is  bell 
calculated  to  eounterad  its  baneful  influ¬ 
ence-,  and  rcftorc  it  to  a  proper  ftate  of 
health. 

The  blood  has  been  frequently  anal  y  fed 
by  men  of  genius,  but  they  have  ufually 
taken  human  blood  indifcnminately  for  the 
purpofe,  and  have  drawn  comparifons  be¬ 
tween  that  and  the  blood  of  brutes,  and 
moreover,  with  a  view  to  determine  the 
prefence  of  an  acid  or  alkali,  a  dodrinq 
now  unfafhionable  to  admit;  but  whether 
they  abound  in  the  human  blood  or  not5 
or  Vvhether  there  be  any  of  either  it  is 
not  neceflary  to  difcufs  here,  thofe  who 
have  endeavoured  to  examine  this  mat¬ 
ter  have  formed  no  decifive  conclufion  ; 
but  until  a  complete  analyfis  is  made,  by 
which  this  may  be  determined,  and  from 

t  .•  '  y  ,  •  * 
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whence  certain  and  pofitive  conclufions 
may  be  drawn,  on  which  to  eflablifh  a 
fare  principle,  this  difeafe  muft  remain 
to  be  one  of  the  opprobria  medicorurru  ' 
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SECT.  V. 

That  there  is  a  Specific  Medicine 

'  »  A. 

for  the  Cure  of  the  Evil , 

FROM  what  has  been  faid  we  may 
conclude,  that  there  are  no  fixed  me¬ 
dical  rules  or  principles  for  the  cure 
of  the  Evil,  therefore  there  can  be  no 
contradiction  to  rules  when  none  exift. 

Neither  is  it  material  by  whom  a  me- 

.  **  -r 

dicine  is  introduced  for  a  diforder 

which  the  Faculty  have  long  fince  termed 
an  opprobrium,  provided  it  is  of  fuch  a 
nature  as  not  to  endanger  the  lives  of 
mankind  in  any  degree. 

\ 

It  is  with  thefe  confiderations  that  I 
offer  to  the  public  a  preparation  which 

is 


) 
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Is  as  juftly  entitled  to  the  term  fpeciiicr 
for  the  cure  of  the  King’s  Evil,  or  Scro-^ 
phula,  as-  the  hark  is  for  that  qf  fevers; 
an  affertion  in  which  I  am  warranted  by 
experience  and  knowledge  of  its  effedls. 
An  objection  probably  may  be  made  to 
fuch  a-  conclufion,  that  the  diforder  may 
be  healed,  or  only  repelled;  and  that  it 
will  return  again,  and  with  redoubled 
force.  To  this  which  appears  to  be  thq 

f  r 

moil  general  queftion  which  will  arife, 
I  have  only  to  remark,  that  there  is 
fcarce  any  complaint  which  will  not  re¬ 
turn  if  care  is  not  taken  to  prevent  it, 
becaufe  the  fame  caufes  will  have  the  fame 
effe&s,  and  the  fame  means  which  once 
produced  a  difeafe  will  produce  it  again, 
if  means  be  not  ufed  to  prevent  it;  but  in 
this  cafe  as  well  as  every  other,  atten¬ 
tion  to  regimen  is  an  effectual  preferva- 
tive;  this  prevails  equally  throughout  life, 

-knowing 
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knowing  by  common  obfervatioh,  that 
the  temperate  man  is  the  leaft  fubjett:  to 
infirmities,  and  has  the  leaft  octafion  for 
medical  aid. 

f  • 

The  Author  is  well  aware  of  the  un* 
favourable  light  in  which  the  publifher  of 
any  fpecifick  medicine  may  be  regarded* 
nevertheleis  every  individual  is  entitled  to 
the  merits  and  advantages  of  his  own 
hours,  and  where  they  do  not  militate 
againft  the  intereft  of  any  particular  per- 
fons,  nor  are  prejudicial  to  any*  the  can* 
did  and  impartial  will  allow  his>  right  to 
claim  iome  advantages  from  his  induft 


Tut:  numerous  tribe  of  Empirics  with 
wliich  this  kingdom  abounds,  has  pre*^ 
vented  many  excellent  medicines  frohi 
being  prefented  to  the  public k  by  men 

of 
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of  abilities,  but  invincible  modefty  ;  yet 
the  author  is  not  deterred  by  the  igno¬ 
minious  epithets  which  are  ufually  be¬ 
llowed  on  fuch  medicines,  although  he 
has  a  very  great  repugnance  to  a  public 
exhibition  in  this  manner  ;  but  the  con- 
fiderations  that  the  lives  of  his  fellow- 
creatures  are  by  no  means  fported  with  or 
endangered  ;  and  that  the  medicine  can¬ 
not  poffibly  under  proper  limitation  be 
of  prejudice  to  any  individual,  but  that 
on  the  contrary  great  benefit  may  be  de¬ 
rived  from  it,  have  overcome  every  ob¬ 
jection  of  this  fort,  and  therefore  he  has 
refolved  to  fubmit  it  to  the  public. 

i 

He  trufls  it  will  anfvver  the  purpofes 
fo  much  to  be  defired,  and  he  has  no 
doubt  but  this  is  attained  and  the  object 
completed.  It  is  perfectly  new,  and  has 
never  been  exhibited  in  practice,  and  con¬ 
tains  no  mercurial  preparation  whatever. 

SECT. 
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S  EC  T,  VI. 

Directions  for  taking  the  Medicat¬ 
ed  Vegetable  Water ,  and  the  Re¬ 
gimen  NECESSARY  TO  BE  OBSERVED. 

*  '  '  - 

THIS  preparation  is  extremely  mno- 
cent  and  fafe,  it  may  be  taken  by  perfons 
of  every  age  and  fex  without  diftino 
tion,  and  at  all  times 3  without  interruption 
of  bufinefs,  and  does  not  require  con¬ 
finement  .  its  operation  is  imperceptible 
in  every  progrefs  of  the  cure;  and  by 

<r 

its  balfamic  influence  on  the  blood,  and 
the  fyftem  in  general,  renders  every  ap¬ 
plication  of  the  knife  and  cauftics  un* 
neceflary,  of  couife  iflues  and  bliflers  are 
ufelefs. 


T  H  E 
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1  he  wounds  incarnate  and  heal  as  the 
blood  is  reftored  to  a  healthy  Hate  :  and 
by  thefe  means  a  total  change  takes  place 
and  a  cure  is  effedted  as  certainly  as  can 
be  by  human  means,  which  is  a  general 
arifwer  to  every  queftion  which  may  be 
fuggefted  refpedting  the  cure  of  the 
Evil. 

A  diet  drink  is  directed  to  be  taken 
during  the  courfe  of  the  medicine,  com- 
pofed  of  fimples  eafily  procured  in  town 
and  country,  eonfiftihg  of  Dock  and 
Comfrey  Roots*  Cinquefoil  and  Betony 
or  Ground-Ivy  leaves:  feme  if  not  all 
of  thefe  can  be  procured  in  any  fea- 
foil  of  the  year.  It  is  bell  td  vary 
the  drink  occafionally,  and  not  too 
much  tire  the  patient  by  a  fame- 
hefs.  •  For  this  purpofe  I  have  annexed 

■ 1  t 

at  the  end  of  thefe  remarks,  a  lift  of 
fuch  herbs  and  plants  as  may  be  fe- 

le&ed 
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lefited  for  ufe.  In  cafes  of  much  relaxa¬ 
tion,  the  Tormentil  root  is  fufficiently  tonic 
in  the  complaint,  which  may  be  added 
to  the  roots  aforementioned,  &c.  or  any 
part  in  the  proportion  of  one  to  ten,  to 
be  increafed  or  diminifhed  according;  to 
the  effed*  One  pound  £>f  roots  and 
herbs  to  ten  pounds  of  fpriog  wafer,  or 
wnich  is  beft  for  this  intention,  diftilled 
water,  though  few  have  conveniences  of 
this  kind,  boiled  over  a  gentle  fire  to  the 
confumption  of  one  half,  makes  a  proper 
decodion  ;  towards  the  end  an  ounce  of 
liquorice  may  be  added  to  make  it  pa* 
latable,  with  an  ounce  of  fafiafras ;  this 
Jaft  tends  much  to  purify  the  bloody 
and  affift  the  medicine  in  its  elieds. 
The  decodion  is  to  be  ftrained  and 
kepi,  for  ufe,  carefully  observing  never 
to  drink  it  after  it  is  turned  or  fer¬ 
mented,  which  frequently  happens  in 
yrarm  weather,  it  is  therefore  beft  to 

,  *  4  ;  . .  4  ^ 
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jtnake  the  deception  in  fmall  quantities. 

« 

The  medicated  vegetable  water  is  to  be 
Jaken  three  times  in  the  day,  beginning 
for  children  at  the  breaft  with  a  few 
drops,  when  further  advanced  half  a  tea 
fpoonfull,  and  increafing  the  quantity 
as  it  agrees  with  them  ;  obferving  that  if 
it  creates  a  naufea  or  a  loofenefs,  in  either 
cafe  it  mu  ft  be  diminilhed.  Adults  may 
take  fix  tea  fpoons  full  per  diem,  increaf¬ 
ing  the  quantity  gradually,  and  obferving 
the  fame  directions  as  to  its  effedts.  It  is 
beft  to  take  the  firft  dofe  faffing,  at  leaft 
if  it  can  be  conveniently,  one  hour  before 
breakfaft,  when  the  ftomach  is  empty,  as 
then  it  enters  fooner  into  the  circulation  ; 
the  fecond  one  hour  before  dinner  ;  and 
the  laft  on  going  to  bed,  each  time  in 
an  ounce  or  two  of  the  decodtion  or  diet 
drink. 


The 
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The  regimen  confifts  in  a  total  abfiH 
nence  from  all  falted  meats,  high  feafoned 
fauces,  and  ftrong  fermented  liquors; 
Patients  who  have  fubmitted  to  my 
care  have  been  more  particularly  ref- 
trained,  but  this  depends  on  the  dif¬ 
ferent  degrees  of  inveteracy  of  the  com¬ 
plaint,  and  the  length  of  time  it  has  been 
in  the  conftitution  fince  its  firft  appear¬ 
ance.  But  the  rigid  regimen  which  fre¬ 
quently  deters  from  undertaking  a  courfe 
of  medicine,  is  not  exaded.  A  purgative 
fhould  be  taken  once  in  ten  days,  and  for 
this  purpofe  Jalap  (with  two  or  three  grains 
of  Ipecacuanha)  proportioned  to  the  age 
and  fex,  is  the  beft  that  can  be  ordered  as 
a  general  cathartic  where  it  agrees,  other- 
wife  the  milder  purgers  may  be  ufed. 

The  wounds  fhould  be  wafhed  with 
an  infufion  or  decodion  of  Hemlock  in 

C  2  milk. 
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milk^  or  Groundfel,  only  morning  and 
evening,  [it  is  neceflary  to  take  great  care 
when  Hemlock  is  ufed  that  it  does  not 
come  near  the  eyes  or  mouth]  and  cover-* 
ed  with  Mullein,  Vervain,  Elder  or  fome 
other  cooling  ointment  on  lint,  and  where 
a  poultice  can  be  conveniently  applied,  the 
herb  fhould  be  fecured  on  them  with  a 
bandage., 

It  appears  very  unneceffary  to  the  au« 
thor  to  fubjoin  a  lift  of  cures,  for  to 
inftance  the  cafes  of  the  poor  adds  very 
little  to  the  authenticity  of  fads;  and  the 
cafes  of  the  rich,  or  thofe  fituated  in  what 
is  called  the  middle  rank  of  life,  are  of 
too  delicate  a  nature  to  be  thus  publickly 
mentioned* 

It  is  fufficient  for  him  that  he  is  well 
allured  of  the  truth  he  advances;  that  he 


can 
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tan  venture  to  affert  his  medicine  and 
mode  of  treatment  of  the  Scrophula*  as 
well  as  Leprous  and  Scorbutic  complaints^ 
is  fpecific,  as  far  as  the  common  accept 
tation  of  tht  word  warrants  it  ufe.  Ne«* 
verthelefs  he  has  inferted  three  differ¬ 
ent  cafes-. 


CASE 
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CASE  FIRST. 

A  lad  of  fifteen  years  of  age  had  beer! 
affli&ed  for  feveral  years  with  the  Evil 
from  the  middle  of  his  thigh  down  to  the 
ancle  of  the  right  leg:  he  had  many 
wounds,  and  had  been  under  the  care  of 
feveral  who  had  pronounced  him  incur¬ 
able  :  the  future  ufe  of  his  leg  was  en¬ 
dangered,  his  knee  being  fo  ftiff  that  he 
could  not  walk  without  great  pain.  This 
lad  was  perfedly  cured  in  the  fpace  of 

ten  weeks  or  thereabouts® 
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CASE  SEC  O  N  D. 

'  '*  >■' 

A  girl  about  five  years  of  age  was 
covered  with  the  Leprofy,  or  the  Lepra 
Gr^corum  ;  in  one  week  fhe  experienced 
great  benefit  from  the  medicine,  and  in 
|;wo  months  was  perfe&ly  cured* 


CASE 
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CASE  THIRD. 

Of  a  man  thirty  years  of  age  who  was 
affii&ed  with  a  hot  fcorbutic  habit.  He 
had  a  large  indolent  wound  on  the  tibia* 
accompanied  with  a  high  fever ;  the  lower 
part  of  the  leg,  ancle,  and  foot*  was  very 
much  inflamed  ;  a  mortification  was  in¬ 
dicated.  He  applied  to  me,  in  two  weeks 
he  found  relief,  and  in  fix  weeks  his 
wound  wras  healed,  and  he  wras  perfectly 
reftored  to  good  health. 


To  avoid  the  inconveniences  to  which 
the  general  fale  qf  medicines  is  fub~ 
jeft,  it  is  prepared  and  fold  by  the  au¬ 
thor  only ;  by  which  means,  it  will  be 
more  certain  in  its  effects,  as  it  can  be 

varied 
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varied  acccording  to  the  defcription  of 
cafes  ;  and  no  counterfeit  can  be  obtrud¬ 
ed  upon  the  public,  which  interefted  minds 
are  fometimes  impelled  to,  to  the  detri¬ 
ment  of  the  genuine  medicine,  as  its  re¬ 
putation  may  be  concerned,  and  which  is 
frequently  productive  of  bad  confequen- 
ces® 
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A  Catalogue  of  Simples  for  tie  purpofe  of 
Diet  Drinks  in  Scrophulous  Cafes ,  viz. 


Betony  ") 
Marjoram 
Thyme 
Sage 
Balm 
Mugwort 
Motherwort 
Pennyroyal 
Rue 

Angelica 


Leaves  of 


.  Clivers 
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a. 

<3 J 
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03 
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3m 
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Moufe  Ear 

Shepherds  Purfe 

Plantain 

Archangel 

Mint 

Burnet 

Oak 

Sanicle 

N  ettle 
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Herbs 


trenthenera  and  Aftringents 
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Leaves  of 


Marfh  Mallows 

Mullein 

Maidenhair 

Coltsfoot 

Ground- ivy 

Vervain 


>  Balfamic  &  Reftorative 


Roots  of 


Piony 

Ginger 


1  Cardiac 
and 

Cephalic 


Biftort 

Tormentil 


> 


Ofmund  Royal  j 


Elecampane 

Sharp  pointed  Dock 

Pc  lypody  Detergents 

Monk’s  Rhubarb 

Cinquefoil 
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